Crossover femorofemoropopliteal sequential bypass for combined ipsilateral iliac and femoropopliteal occlusive disease.
We evaluated the effectiveness of crossover femorofemoropopliteal sequential bypass in 13 patients with combined ipsilateral iliac and femoropopliteal disease. Of them, eight underwent bypass grafting for limb salvage, and five, for disabling claudication. Four of the patients with claudication had relief of symptoms and significant increases in treadmill walking time. The cumulative limb salvage rate in the patients operated on for limb salvage was 88%. At 42 months, the cumulative patency rate for the femorofemoral portion of the graft was 91%, and for the distal segment, 63%. Mean ankle-brachial indices increased from 0.37 +/- 0.12 preoperatively to 0.76 +/- 0.16 postoperatively in the recipient limb. Early experience suggests that crossover sequential femorofemoropopliteal bypass grafts are effective in achieving limb salvage and relief of claudication, especially in patients with relative contraindications to major intra-abdominal surgery.